
Eligibility Criteria & Guidelines for accessing the APEC Support Fund Sub-fund for Economic Development in Remote Areas 

This paper sets out the governance arrangements and eligibility criteria for the APEC Support Fund Sub-fund for Economic Development in Remote Areas (the EDRA Sub-fund).

Scope and fund priorities

The EDRA Sub-fund supports APEC’s strategic objective of supporting balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative, and secure growth. It aims to provide ongoing support for APEC economies to improve the participation of remote communities in mainstream economic activities. The Sub-fund will support new and ongoing initiatives related to advancing the economic development of people in remote communities. 

Operating within any APEC fora, any economy may submit Concept Notes (CNs) which meet the scope and eligibility criteria of the EDRA Sub-fund. The APEC SOM Steering Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation (SCE) shall undertake the duties accorded to a Responsible APEC Forum as set out in the Guidebook on APEC Projects with respect of the EDRA Sub-fund. 

Criteria for accessing the EDRA Sub-fund

To be considered eligible for the EDRA Sub-fund, CNs must:

1. Deliver capacity building activities that promote economic growth in remote areas in one or more APEC developing economies, with lessons for the APEC membership more broadly.

2. Build the capacity of those with responsibility for implementing programs or policies that impact economic development in remote areas (individuals, local businesses, non-governmental organisations, business associations, civil society organisations and/or government officials).

3. Address barriers to participation in economic activity by remote communities, including improving enabling environments for trade and investment, promoting access to markets, improving infrastructure and accessibility of public services, strengthening human resources, enhancing connectivity, narrowing the digital gap, and empowering economically marginalised communities. 

4. Demonstrate how they will include and benefit women (refer to APEC’s Gender Inclusion Guidelines and the Policy Partnership on Women and the Economy’s five pillars impacting women’s economic participation).

5. Use an evidence-based mode of implementation, using internationally recognised data where available and appropriate. 

6. Encourage participation and/or planning input from APEC economies and a broad range of stakeholders, including the private sector and/or civil society, taking into account the Guidelines on Non-member Participation in APEC Activities where relevant. 

Priority will be given to CNs that reflect APEC’s priorities for its engagement on EDRA, as identified by APEC research and analysis.  

Priority will be given to projects that benefit developing APEC economies and have an implementation period of at least 12 months. 

Procedures to access the EDRA Sub-fund

All CNs seeking access to the EDRA Sub-fund must be endorsed by the proposing forum and have at least two co-sponsors. CNs will be provided to the SCE, which will assess the CNs against the EDRA Sub-fund eligibility criteria. Eligibility does not guarantee funding. CNs that are deemed eligible will then be scored by the SCE using the APEC Scoring Template. Consistent with the Guidebook on APEC Projects, the Secretariat will then calculate which CNs can be funded, based on order of scores (highest to lowest), and in consideration of the total amount that is available under the EDRA Sub-fund, for the APEC Project Session in question. 

In line with the rules that apply to all APEC project funds, if a CN is found to be ineligible to access the EDRA Sub-fund, the CN may not proceed any further in the APEC Project Session in question, either under the EDRA Sub-fund, or any other APEC project fund (including the ASF General Fund).  

Administration of the EDRA Sub-fund

The APEC Secretariat will be responsible for the administration of the EDRA Sub-fund.  It will be subject to the procedures and timelines governing the APEC Support Fund, as set out in the Guidebook on APEC Projects and the APEC website https://www.apec.org/Projects/Applying%20for%20Funds.aspx.  


