ANNEX 1:  Fact sheet on Individual Efforts Made towards the Achievement of the Bogor Goals
	
	Status in 1996
	Status in 2009
	Status in 2019
	Major Achievements incl. Significant Progress 
after the Mid-term Stocktake and
Example of Best Practices

	1. Tariffs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Import-weighted average of MFN applied tariff
	10.9
	7.5
	7.15
	

	(2) Simple average of MFN applied tariff 
	14.4
	12.2
	12.69
	The average of simple MFNs has risen when the moratorium on rice tariffication under the 1994 UR agricultural negotiations ended in September 2014, and 16 items related to rice based on HS 10-unit were newly introduced from 2015.
However, tariff rate for most items except rice has been continuously lowered(12.06%), and the average tariff rate has been significantly reduced to 7.73% except for the 'out of market access' high tariff for parts of agricultural items.

The Korean government is trying to implement customs policies to meet the trade liberalization objective of Bogor Goals.

	(3) Tariff average, based on import tariff revenue
	4.38
	2.22
	1.45
	

	(4) Zero tariff lines as a percentage of all tariff lines 
	
	
	19.49
	

	(5) Zero tariff imports as a percentage of all imports 
	
	
	22.8 
	

	(6) Standard deviation for applied tariff
	57.5
	52.0(2008)
	52.76
	The standard deviation for applied tariff has also risen due to the rice tariffication, and if the six rice items were excluded, the figure reduces to 49.71.

	(7) Transparency in tariff regime
	Korea has reported the relevant data to the WTO (WTO-integrated Database).
	Pertinent information is available on the Korea Customs Service website (www.customs.go.kr).
	Pertinent information is available on the Korea Customs Service website (www.customs.go.kr).


	Customs-related laws and regulations (e.g. the Customs Act and its Enforcement Decree) and trade agreements (e.g. FTA agreements) are available on the websites of the Korea Customs Service and the Ministry of Government Legislation (www.moleg.go.kr).

	2. Non-Tariff Measures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Quantitative import restrictions/ prohibitions
	42
	Korea eliminated all quantitative import restrictions and prohibitions for 42 agricultural tariff lines whose imports were restricted in accordance with Article XII of the GATT (Restrictions to Safeguard the Balance of Payments). 

Of the 42 tariff lines, 34 (meat of swine, meat of fowls, orange juice, etc.) were liberalized in 1997 and 8 (milk cow, meat of bovine, etc) were liberalized in 2001.

In addition, Korea has not initiated Safeguard in accordance with Article XIX of the GATT since 1999.

Prohibited products include: certain pornographic and other unacceptable material; goods that reveal confidential government information or intelligence activities; and counterfeit currency or financial instruments. 
	7 items

Prohibited products include: 1.certain toxic chemicals, 2.certain defence materials, 3.narcotics and certain drugs, 4.certain endangered species and 5.species that disturb the ecosystem, 6.certain waste and 7.persistent organic pollutants
	As of September 2011, there is no quantitative import restriction on the basis of the HSK ten digit code. In addition, rice, which was previously subject to the last import restriction, has not been subject to quantitative import restrictions since 2015 due to 'tariffication'.   

Korea prohibits a number of imports, mainly to protect health, safety, security, environment and natural resources in accordance with the provisions under Articles XX and XXI of GATT 1994, other WTO Agreements(TBT and SPS), and other international rules or agreements.
Korea has notified the WTO of quantitative restrictions, the details of which can be found in the WTO document (G/MA/QR/N/KOR/2). 

	(2) Import licensing
	Subject to approval, except for certain items
	In 1997, Korea changed its management system of approval on items of import & export from a positive system to a negative system. 

As a result, in accordance with the Foreign Trade Act, 72 items of aircraft parts (HS 6 digit level) are restricted. Information on all 72 items is available from the Export & Import Notice.

In addition to the Foreign Trade Act, 49 separate laws also stipulate approval or authorization requirements for certain items, and those items can be imported by obtaining certification, permission and type approval. These requirements provided by the 49 separate laws pertain to petroleum, LPG, agricultural fertilizers, crop seeds, animals and animal products, nuclear materials, narcotics, foreign publications, firearms and explosives. 

In compliance with domestic legislation requirements or international agreements such as Basel Convention and the CITES, all import-related regulations are maintained in order to protect national security, human health, hygiene and sanitation, animal or plant life, and environmental conservation or essential security interests.
	As of the Foreign Trade Act, 58 separate laws stipulate approval or authorization requirements for certain items. These items are petroleum, livestock products, agricultural fertilizers, crop seeds, hygiene products, organic pollutants, chemical products and biocides, nuclear materials, narcotics, foreign publications, guns, swords and explosives. 


	No import-related regulations are intended to restrict the quantity or value of imports. Rather, they are in place to protect national security, human, animal or plant life or health and the environment, etc. in accordance with the provisions under Articles XX and XXI of GATT 1994, other WTO Agreements (TBT and SPS) and other international rules or agreements.
To enhance transparency and for the convenience of trading companies, the Korean government regularly updates the Consolidated Public Notice for Exports & Imports, which is a single document containing all export and import certification requirements stipulated under 58 separate laws.



	(3) Import levies
	In accordance with the Petroleum Business Act, a surcharge has been levied on petroleum imports to provide funds to ensure adequate supply and price stability since 1982. The surcharge paid by petroleum refiners and oil importers has been set at 16 Korean Won per litre since 1982.


	The surcharge paid by petroleum refiners and oil importers has been set at 16 Korean Won per litre since 1982.


	The surcharge paid by petroleum refiners and oil importers has been set at 16 Korean Won per litre since 1982.


	Korea imposes the surcharge on petroleum refiner and oil importers mainly for managing the government-run energy business. Korea does not have commercial oil production domestically and thus should set up funds for petroleum reserves, stability and development to secure stable supply channels. 

	(4) Export subsidies
	Data on HS 6 digit level unavailable 


	Data on HS 6 digit level unavailable (status in 2004)

According to the Nairobi decision, Korea is supporting export subsidies for the logistics of fruits, flowers, vegetables, kimchi, ginseng and livestock until 2023.

	According to the Nairobi decision, Korea is supporting export subsidies for the logistics of fruits, flowers, vegetables, kimchi, ginseng and livestock until 2023.

	The subsidies were used to reduce exporters’ marketing costs and are exempt from WTO reduction commitments in accordance with Article 9.4 of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture.

Korea is fully compliant with its WTO obligations regarding export subsidies.

	(5) Other non-tariff measures maintained
	
	
	
	

	3. Services
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are granted as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	29
	29
	29
	

	(2) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	1
	1
	1
	

	(3) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are offered in the DDA under the GATS
	
	36
	36
	

	(4) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained in the DDA under the GATS
	
	0
	0
	

	(5) Number of RTAs/FTAs in which more market access and/or NT are committed to services sectors than those in the commitments under the GATS
	None
	4

- Chile, Singapore, EFTA, ASEAN
	16

-Chile, Singapore, EFTA, ASEAN, India, EU, Peru, US, Turkey, Australia, Canada, China, New Zealand, Vietnam, Colombia, Central America (Panama, Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua)
	Korea has conducted substantial opening in Service market, including law and education service, through FTAs with major trading partners such as the US and the EU 



	(6) Number of sectors in which licensing and qualification requirements apply specifically to foreign service providers
	1 under the GATS commitments

- professional services are subject to licensing and qualification requirements regardless of the commitments under the GATS
	1 under the GATS commitments

- professional services are subject to licensing and qualification requirements regardless of the commitments under the GATS
	1 under the GATS commitments

- professional services are subject to licensing and qualification requirements regardless of the commitments under the GATS
	Korea has encouraged relevant bodies to develop procedures for licensing and qualification through the FTAs.

	(7) Measures to improve transparency in services
	Ordinance of the Prime Minister on Administrative Procedures to Protect People’s Rights (1989)
	Administrative Procedures Act (1998)

- The purpose of the Administrative Procedures Act is to attain fairness, transparency and confidence in administration. Since its entry into force, the Act has been amended 5 times for improved transparency.

Official Information Disclosure Act(1998)

- The Official Information Disclosure Act seeks to ensure people’s rights to know and secure their participation in state affairs and transparency of the operation of state affairs. The Act prescribes not only the necessary matters concerning people’s claims for the disclosure of information kept and controlled by public institutions, but also the obligations of public institutions to disclose such information.

Framework Act on Administrative Regulations(1998)

- The Framework Act on Administrative Regulations aims to eliminate unnecessary administrative regulations and to prevent inefficient administrative regulations.


	Administrative Procedures Act (2017)

- The purpose of the Administrative Procedures Act is to ensure fairness, transparency and credibility in administrative operations and to protect the rights and interests of citizens. The Act provide for common matters regarding administrative procedures and thereby allowing citizen’s better access to administrative procedure. Since its entry into force, the Act has been amended 8 times for improved transparency.

Official Information Disclosure Act(2017)

- The Official Information Disclosure Act seeks to ensure people’s rights to know and secure their participation in state affairs and transparency of the operation of state affairs. The Act prescribes not only the necessary matters concerning people’s claims for the disclosure of information kept and controlled by public institutions, but also the obligations of public institutions to disclose such information. Since its entry into force, the Act has been amended 6times for improved transparency.
Framework Act on Administrative Regulations(2018)

- The Framework Act on Administrative Regulations aims to eliminate unnecessary administrative regulations and to prevent inefficient administrative regulations. Since its entry into force, the Act has been amended 6 times for improved transparency.

	As part of the Korean government’s legislative efforts to improve transparency in services, any policy changes related to services should be published prior to their enforcement through various procedures such as a pre-announcement of legislation, a public notification, etc.

	4. Investment
	
	
	
	

	(1) Restrictions on foreign investment 
	54 sectors
	29 sectors out of a total of 1,083 business sectors (based on the Korea Standard Industrial Classification)
	20 sectors

(based on the International Standard Industrial Classification)

*28 sectors out of a total of 1,196 business sectors
(based on the 10th Korea Standard Industrial Classification)
	In 2019, only 3 sectors (nuclear power industry included in class 3510, radio broadcasting (class 6010), television programming and broadcasting activities (class 6020)) are fully restricted and 17 sectors are partially restricted to foreign investors.

Foreign equity ownership limits in littoral fishing and 'other service activities incidental to air transport’ were removed in September 2016 and March 2017, respectively.

	(2) Investment by foreigners entails offsets (performance requirements, export requirements, local content requirements)
	None
	None
	None
	Since the abolition of the performance requirements on foreign investment in 1989, there have not been any performance requirements such as export obligation or local contents that are inconsistent with the WTO/TRIMs Agreement.

	(3) Restrictions on transfers of capital
	Existing
	None
	None
	The repatriation of invested capital and overseas remittance of dividends, interest, and royalties from investments are fully guaranteed in accordance with the Foreign Investment Promotion Act (FIPA 1998). 
The Foreign Exchange Transactions Act was enacted in 1998 in order to gradually abolish the regulations of foreign exchange transactions and radically transform the foreign investment environment.

	(4) Consistency with APEC Non-Binding Investment Principles
	All
	All
	All
	All relevant laws, regulations, and administrative guidelines are transparently stipulated in the "Regulations on Foreign Investment", and there is no policy or agreement that may cause discrimination between source economies.
Accordingly, the relevant Korean laws, regulations, and administrative guidelines are fully consistent with the APEC Non-Binding Investment Principles.

	(5) Number of BITs and FTAs/RTAs which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	39 BITs in effect
	4 FTAs & 85 BITs in effect.
	13 FTAs & 81 BITs in effect.
	Korean government attempted to level up investment protection of new and existing BITs, including investment chapters in FTAs, to the same extent to which it hopes to attract more foreign capital.  With the great increase in FTAs and BITs Korea has joined APEC’s efforts for investment liberalization. Most FTAs and BITs in Korea include the MFN and the NT principles for investment.
To further liberalization, Korea has been under the subsequent FTA negotiation with China for services and investment since its launch in December 2017. In addition, Korea launched the FTA negotiation for services and investment with Russia in 2019.



	BITs and FTAs/RTAs with APEC member economies which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	6 BITs in effect

· BITs with Russia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, Peru
	3 FTAs & 13 BITs in effect
· FTAs with Chile, Singapore, and ASEAN
· BITs with Russia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, Peru, HKC, Japan, Brunei Darussalam, Vietnam, China, US, Mexico
	10 FTAs & 12 BITs in effect
· FTAs with US, Canada, Chile, Peru, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, China, Vietnam, and ASEAN
·  BITs with Russia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, HKC, Japan, Brunei Darussalam, Vietnam, China, Mexico, and Korea-China-Japan
	

	(6) Measures to improve transparency in investment
	 
	In March 2008, to help foreign investors gain information about the current situation, investment and customs clearances, etc, in Korea, Korea established the electronic G4F (Government for Foreigners) system(www.g4f.go.kr), which provides public services for foreigners. 

This system allows related Ministries such as the Ministry of Knowledge Economy, the Ministry of Labor, and the Ministry of Justice to provide foreign investors with relevant information while working to improve the transparency in investment. 
In order to ensure transparency and predictability, the Ministry of Knowledge Economy (MKE) has also been publishing the "Consolidated Public Notice for FDI" annually since March 1999. 
	The Korean government operates its official investment portal (www.investkorea.org), publicly open to everyone to learn more about the details of FDI attraction policies in Korea, process and incentives.
In addition, an annual publication ‘Doing Business in Korea’, an investment guidebook to share the latest updates with investors, is provided. The service, accessible both online and offline, gives rapid, effective and transparent sources of information on FDI attraction in Korea. 


	To improve the transparency in investments, the annually released "Consolidated Public Notice for FDI" in English compiles and releases FDI restrictions other than those stipulated by the Foreign Investment Promotion Act (FIPA 2009). 
The Korean Government’s website “Invest Korea” (http://www.investkorea.org) provides up-to-date information on the Government’s foreign investment policy.
According to the OECD FDI Regulatory Restrictiveness Index, Korea has greatly expedited regulatory reforms and was the biggest reformer among 40 major developed and developing countries. For foreign investors in Korea, main engines in regulatory reforms are the Tripartite Commission, the Investor Ombudsman, the Committee on Foreign Direct Investment, and so on.

	5. Standards and Conformance
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of domestic standards aligned with the target international standards for Voluntary Action Plan (VAP)
	
	168
	155
	As of December 2019, 13,704 out of a total of 20,507 standards are in harmonization with their corresponding international standards.

- Rate of adoption : 66.8%

- Rate of harmonization : 98.0%

	(2) Description of conformity assessment process including participation in and implementation of mutual recognition arrangements
	None
	APEC Tel MRA (Phase II)

APEC EE MRA (Phase I)

APLAC/ILAC MRA

PAC/IAF MLA

CIPM MRA
	APAC/ILAC MRA (medical testing)
APAC/IAF MRA 

(food safety management system & person certification)
	To secure the international recognition of medical testing, the approval of APAC/ILAC MRA has been expanded. (APAC-MRA 2016, ILAC-MRA 2017)

Approval for PAC/IAFMRA of Food safety management systems package (ISO 22000) has been expanded. (2015)

Approval for PAC/IAF in the field of certificate authentication (ISO/IEC 17024) has been expanded. (2017)
In 2016 Korea had the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) with China for 170 items of Korea Certification (KC) and 104 items of CCC (China Compulsory Certification) under the IECEE-CB scheme. Korea and China have annually held the conformance subcommittee since 2004.


	(3) Efforts to raise transparency and objectivity of standards
	The Korean Agency for Technology and Standards(KATS) made efforts to raise the transparency and objectivity of standards through prior notification on the establishment, revision, and abolishment of standards.
	As part of the efforts to raise transparency, new or revised Korean standards are published in the Official Gazette and become available to the public.
KATS has operated a web-based KS (Korean Standards) Development System to support the establishment, revision, and withdrawal of KSs since 2003. 

Korea has also made notifications of the relevant information, in accordance with the WTO TBT/SPS Agreements. 

KATS provides information to the public via its website (www.kats.go.kr)
	Under the WTO TBT Agreements, Korea has operated two Enquiry Points by KATS (Industrial products) and Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (Agricultural products). 
KATS has handled and processed of requests from other Members and submitted notification of the proposed or adopted technical regulation, standards and conformity assessment procedures to the WTO TBT Secretariat, as a representative of a Korean WTO TBT Enquiry Point (tbt@korea.kr).

All of the information regarding testing and calibration laboratories according to the ISO 17011 have been provided transparently 
(www.knab.go.kr/KOLAS)

The information for standardisation has been provided to the public via its website (www.kats.go.kr)
	If there are requests from other members, Korea provides documents which are related with international and national standards. KATS has submitted 681 notifications to the WTO General Council since 2010. 
Also, Korea runs the website of Korean Network on World TBT (https://www.knowtbt.kr) to promote transparency in other country’s TBTs as well as Korea’s. The site introduces the TBT Central Secretariat, the organization chart and the contact point in English.

Korea has run the public-private partnership TBT organization of the TBT Central Secretariat and the TBT consortium since 2013. Its main objective is to promote regulatory transparency and listen to the voices in the field.

	6. Customs Procedures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Adoption of HS2007 nomenclature
	--
	Adopted 
	--
	

	(2) Conformity with the Revised Kyoto Convention
	--
	Acceded
	Acceded
	Korea acceded to the revised Kyoto Convention in February 2003, subject to certain reservations.

Korea accepted 14 of the 25 Chapters in Specific Annexes of the Protocol, which is a comparatively high adoption rate among member economies.
Even before acceding to the revised Kyoto Convention, Korea had adopted the core principles of the Convention in July 1999, and accepted further principles by amending the Customs Act in 2000, 2001 and 2002.

	(3) Transparency
	The Korean Import & Export License System was changed into the Import & Export Declaration System in January 1996.
	Korea established the Client-oriented Logistics Information System (CLIS) in 2006.

The Korea Customs Services(KCS) provides information to the public via its website (www.customs.go.kr)
	Operate the remedy for the violation of taxpayers’ right. 

Share information on Customs laws and regulations to the public. 

Operate Customer Service Center to provide customer counselling with regard to customs administration
	Korea’s CLIS enhances transparency in customs administration and curtails the average cargo processing time. The CLIS also provides clients with real-time information on cargo location and the total and average cargo processing time.

	(4) Use of information technology and automation (e.g. Single Window, Harmonised Trade Data Elements, Paperless Trading, etc.)
	Korea introduced the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) Import Clearance System (96.7).
	The KCS also introduced the Paperless (P/L) Import Declaration System in July, 1999.

The paperless clearance system has since expanded; by mid 2007 there were 42,000 companies in the trading sector using Electronic Data Exchange. In 2008, air cargo management was 100% paperless and import declarations 80% and 93% of exports. Import clearance takes 1.5 hours and export clearance takes 2 minutes.

Korea is operating the Internet Electronic Clearance System called UNIPASS. This system allows traders to proceed with the import & export declaration and clearance procedure online. The system mainly deals with Import & Export clearance, Duty drawback, Arrival & Departure declaration of Ship & Air, Passenger clearance, Cargo management, etc.

The KCS also established the Single Window system in 2004. This system processes import & export declarations and requirements verifications on one window, resulting in reduced logistics costs.

In 2009, Korea also introduced the Air Cargo RFID Management system, which simplifies the process of cargo entry & withdrawal through the Air Cargo Entry & Withdrawal System using the RFID technology, which was introduced in 2009. 
	Operate E-payment system and mobile application service.
	In 2009, the cargo management system based on RFID technology was established and fully operational at Incheon International Airport, Korea.
The Korea Customs Service (KCS) currently operates an electronic payment system linked to financial institutions and other Ministries after implementing a system that enables duty payment via bank transfer in 1999 and electronic payment notice system in 2005.

Taxpayers can pay duties and other taxes through Internet banking without visiting customs offices via the electronic payment system, and customs officers can check the payment details directly through computer system without requiring taxpayer to submit receipts or other documents, thus, simplifying payment procedure.

The KCS developed and launched mobile application service in cooperation with the Korea Customs and Trade Development Institute in March 2012, and now more than 1 million people are using the application.

The mobile application provides integrated and tailored services that allow users to check a total of eight contents at once, including news and top stories on the KCS website; application for Personal Customs Clearance Code (PCCC); information on clearance and logistics; regular embarkation card; and users’ import/export performance, thus helping enhance trade competitiveness of domestic importers/exporters
The Single Window system was developed and implemented with a strong focus on the benefits for trading community and government agencies. Korea’s Single Window system is quoted as an example of best practice in the World Bank’s Doing Business 2010 ranking, and it is estimated that KRW 2.5 trillion($US 2.1 billion) in cost savings per year are being achieved by the system when private sector benefits, including freight storage, inventory and labor cost savings, are taken into consideration. Clients of the Single Window system could check import or export requirements for 93% of goods in late 2019.


	(5) Measures to secure trade (e.g. AEO, etc.)
	Bonded  Cargo  Management

(1996)
	The Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) programme has been adopted and implemented for swift clearance since 2009. To this end, the Customs Act established legal grounds for the AEO system on December 31, 2007.

Korea also established the Integrated Risk Management System (2009) for selective inspection of imported and exported cargo based on the risk management technique.

This system is designed to cope with different types of risks by integrating various kinds of risk management methods such as Cargo Selectivity.
	Established Customs Border Targeting Center

Korea has concluded AEO MRA with 21 partner countries. 
	The KCS has expanded the scope of incorporating AI-based selectivity system into Customs nationwide to advance risk management capabilities. 

AI-based import cargo selectivity system is an artificial intelligence screening system that learns big data such as information on import declaration and from OGAs through deep learning algorithm, and creates a selectivity model with which Customs automatically selects cargos required intensive inspection (high-risk ones), separating them from the ones applicable for rapid customs clearance (low-risk ones). By doing so, Customs can achieve both swift customs clearance of low-risk cargo and effective detection of high-risk cargo.


	(6) Implementation of other customs measures to facilitate trade (e.g. Advance Classification Ruling System, Time Release Survey, etc.)
	
	“Release prior to Import Declaration System” was introduced in December 1998. 

Korea is operating the 24/7 Clearance System for international express cargo (e.g. DHL) and has been very successful in curtailing the required time to release goods. 
Korea is operating the Time Release Survey on the time required for each step of the clearance procedure for imported goods. 

Korea is also operating the Advance Passenger Information System, the system recording passengers’ names. This is designed to select high-risk passengers by collecting information in advance.

Korea is practicing advance ruling in customs procedures, including tariff classification, origin, and valuation, thus increasing predictability and certainty in transactions.

	Korea operates Advance Classification Ruling System
Korea operates a system that issues a certificate of origin electronically through the internet.  
	In Korea, customs clearance time for imported cargo was reduced to 1.24 days in 2019 from 2.6 days in 2009.
The KCS introduced customs-approved registered exporter system to greatly simplify the process of issuing certificates of origin and secure public confidence in origin certificates.

To prepare for the effectuation of the Korea-EU FTA (July 2011), which stipulates that certificate of origin issuance is available only for approved exporters in case of goods worth more than EUR 6,000, the evaluation standard of the system has been differentiated by and expanded to businesses-specific and product-specific since 2010.

In order for the system taking root, the Import and Export Business Support Center was established at major Customs offices nationwide to promote approved registered exporter system, and provide customized consulting for each company. Additionally, country-of-origin management system (FTA PASS) was developed for the purpose of determining the origin by each agreement and issuing/storing certificates of origin, and the system was distributed to importers/exporters for free. As a result, the number of approved exporters increased by 115% in 2019 compared to 2014, and small and medium-sized exporters were able to enjoy the benefits of saving time and money in the issuance of certificates of origin.

	7. Intellectual Property (IP)
	
	
	
	

	(1) Ratification and implementation of the major multilateral agreements relating to IP rights
	Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization(WIPO) (1979)
Paris Convention (1980)

Patent Cooperation Treaty (1984)

Universal Copyright Convention (1987)

Phonogram Convention (1987)

Budapest Treaty (1988)

TRIPS Agreement of the World Trade Organization (1995)

Berne Convention for the Protection for Literary and Artistic Works (1996)
	Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization(WIPO) (1979)
Paris Convention (1980)

Patent Cooperation Treaty(1984)

Universal Copyright Convention (1987)
Phonogram Convention (1987)

Budapest Treaty (1988)

TRIPS Agreement of the World Trade Organization (1995)

Berne Convention for the Protection for Literary and Artistic Works (1996)

Strasbourg Agreement (1998)

Nice Agreement (1999)

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants [UPOV]

(2002)

Madrid Protocol (2003)

Trademark Law Treaty (2003)

WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT/2004)

WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT/2008)

Rome Convention (2008)
	Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization(WIPO) (1979)
Paris Convention (1980)

Patent Cooperation Treaty(1984)

Universal Copyright Convention (1987)
Phonogram Convention (1987)

Budapest Treaty (1988)

TRIPS Agreement of the World Trade Organization (1995)

Berne Convention for the Protection for Literary and Artistic Works (1996)

Strasbourg Agreement (1998)

Nice Agreement (1999)

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants [UPOV]

(2002)

Madrid Protocol (2003)

Trademark Law Treaty (2003)

WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT/2004)

WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT/2008)

Rome Convention (2008)
Vienna Agreement(2011)

Locarno Agreement(2011)

Hague Agreement(2014)

Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (2016)
	Korea’s policy stance is that consistency in intellectual property rights protection is an important infrastructure for enhancing national and corporate competitiveness in the knowledge-based economy.

Korea’s extensive intellectual property legislation has been strengthened with the amendment of the copyright legislation and the strengthening of the border enforcement.

In 1999, the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) began its role as an International Search Authority/International Preliminary Examination Authority under the PCT.

The Trademark Act of Korea was revised to reflect the provisions of the Paris Convention in 2010.

The Patent Act of Korea was revised to reflect the provisions of the TRIPs in 2005 and 2010.

	(2) Measures to ensure the expeditious granting of IP rights
	The Korean Industrial Property Office (KIPO) increased the number of examiners by 64 to expedite the issuance of industrial property rights.

Korea administered laws related to patents, utility models, industrial designs, trademarks, and trade secrets.
	In 1999, Korea adopted the Quick Registration System to give earlier protection to utility models and introduced an online application system called KIPO net.

In 2002, KIPO amended the Patent Act and the Utility Model Act to reflect the PCT revision.

In June 2004, the online registration system was opened for prompt and convenient registration of computer programs.

In 2009, Korea introduced a dual-track trademark examination system, which gives applicants the option to accelerate the examination, and started providing accelerated examination for green technologies. 
	In case of special cases, such as the application’s own business or preparation for business, the expeditious examination process of patent, design and trademark could be carried out.
	From 2009 to 2019, KIPO employed an additional 268 examiners to improve the quality of its examination and management. As a result, the number of examiners has increased by 41.1%.

The first action on patent examination period has been reduced from 15.4 months in 2009 to 10.8 months in 2019. This reduction ensures the expeditious granting of IP rights and leads to the improvement of the quality of examinations

	(3) Measures to provide for the effective enforcement of IP rights
	For the effective enforcement of IP rights, Korea continued to investigate and curb counterfeiting activities.

In particular, KIPO continued to operate a division exclusively devoted to protecting IP rights. 

	Korea has implemented a variety of policy measures to provide for the effective implementation of IP rights.

- In 2006, an administrative measure was introduced to collect and destroy pirated materials offline and to delete illegal work on the internet. 

- In 2009, the Computer Program Protection Act (CPPA) was integrated into the Copyright Act for more effective protection of copyrighted materials, including computer software.

- On July 23, 2009, the amended Copyright Act took effect, according to which the log-in account of a repetitive copyright infringer or a message board service used for copyright infringement for commercial gain can be suspended for up to 6 months. 
- The Copyright Protection Centre (CPC) was established in April 2005 under the initiative of the right-holders, and its Standing Inspection Teams (SIT) for Online and Offline Piracy are actively carrying out enforcement activities against copyright piracy. Since 2008, the government has been providing financial support for the operation of the Centre.

Meanwhile, Korea introduced the Geographical Indication system (GI system) for agricultural products in the Agricultural Product Quality Control Act (APQCA, 1999). 

Under the APQCA, those who register GI for agricultural products have an exclusive right to use GI. 

In 2009, Korea further strengthened protection for GIs by introducing claim rights for the prohibition of infringement upon GI rights and for damages into the Agricultural Product Quality Control Act. The Act also stipulates more detailed judicial procedures.
	Korea has introduced legal measures to provide right holders of patent, design and trade mark with legally exclusive rights.
	Among various policy measures to protect IP, in 2019, Korea introduced “punitive damages system for infringement of patent and trade secrets” which will enhance protection of intellectual property rights in Korea. The main content is the introduction of “punitive damages system”, which stipulates up to three times the amount of damages in case of internationally infringing the patent rights and trade secrets of others. 

	(4) Measures to harmonise IP rights systems in the APEC region
	Korea has actively participated in various cooperative events related to the APEC IPEG.
	
	
	In 2015, within the framework of APEC’s IPEG, KIPO proposed a new project called the “Guidebook for SMEs IP Business Cycle: in hopes of producing an IP policy reference manual for SMEs. In 2016, KIPO published a guidebook, which included research on IP policies, local analysis as well as online surveys, and etc. In addition, KIPO introduced ‘Global IP Sharing Projects’ to introduce Korea’s IP related policies and projects to APEC Member Economies. 



	(5) Public education about IP
	Korea provided various training programs and seminars, mainly through the International Intellectual Property Training Institute.

KIPO organized many consultations with merchants, trademark owners, and the general public.
	In 1998, KIPO started its IPR Acquisition Campaign for SMEs on a national scale, and facilitated the transfer of patented technology. 

The Invention Education Centre was opened in 2005 and is providing invention classes for students, invention leadership courses and tailored education courses. The Centre developed various events and programs such as the Family Invention Camp and the Student Inventors Experience Festival. 

With the cooperation of international organizations, KIPO developed IP e-learning contents in English and distributed them nationwide and overseas to raise IPR awareness. IP Panorama, developed in collaboration with WIPO, was released in 2007. 
Since 2008, KIPO holds the Campus Patent Strategy Universiade to promote practical patent education in universities and provide the best research personnel and ideas needed by enterprises. In the Universiade, participating enterprises prepare questions on patent strategy and university students present their patent strategies for enterprises.

The national IP education portal site <www.ipacademy.net>, which was launched in 2008, provides IP e-learning programs and education information.

A cyber education website for the general public and people in related industries began operation in March 2010 to provide education on copyright around-the-clock.
	Offline courses :17 law courses such as the patent acts, the trademark act and etc, 14 patent administration courses such as newly emerging IPRs, IPR system of foreign countries and etc. (data based on 2018.12)
	The Korean government has been closely cooperating with the local broadcasting organizations, including MBC, KBS, SBS, and EBS to air soap operas, entertainment programs and sitcoms treating the issue of copyright protection to enlighten the public. 

Furthermore, the International Intellectual Property Training Institute (IIPTI) provides education programs that are tailored for each group of trainees, i.e., central and local government officials, private sector, students and international participants. 

For the early education on children in terms of IP, Korean elementary school students receive education on copyright protection through their regular curriculum.
On the occasion of celebrating World Intellectual Property Day, Korea continues to enhance the public awareness on IP each year. The celebration includes public performances by copyright and related-right holders, an essay writing competition, and public campaigns against piracy. These efforts have been highly appreciated by the public.




	(6) International cooperation on IP rights
	Bilateral cooperation with various countries, including the United States and China, to strengthen cooperation in the field of IP, particularly in computerization, capacity building, improvement in IP laws and systems, and IP enforcement.


	In 2006, Korea has established a Funds-In-Trust Arrangement with WIPO.

Korea is closely cooperating with the APEC member economies on a regular basis to consult on copyright issues and policies.

	KIPO (Korean Intellectual Property Office) has participated in international cooperation group such as IP5, TM5, ID5, in area of Patent, trademark and designs.
KIPO has actively pursued bilateral cooperation with overseas IP authorities. By signing FTAs, Korea has attained a high level of IPR protection that surpasses that of the WTO TRIPs.
	The Collaborative Search Program (CSP) is to share each office’s search result before examination of patent. KIPO and USPTO (USA) have launched the KR-US CSP program since Sep. 2015 and KIPO and CNIPA (China) have launched the KR-CN CSP since Jan 2019. And Korea also tries to cooperate with UK, Russia and Saudi under the CSP area.
IP5 have launched the Collaborative Search and Examination Pilot (CS&E) since July 2018. The International Search Report (ISR) of Patent cooperation Treaty (PCT) under CS&E is made by IP5 offices even though normal ISR is made by one office. Under the CS&E, 423 out of 500 cases have been handled until 26th March 2020. 
Korea conducted a case study on malicious trademark registrations, collecting 15 cases from TM5 members and 93 cases from other countries in partnership with INTA. The cases were classified into five categories; 1. Free ride, 2. Imitation by agents or people who have a prior relationship, 3. Interference by a competing company, 4. Lack of intention to use, and 5. Others. Details on the cases are available on the TM5 website (www.tmfive.org).

[    ]

	(7) Measures to promote transparency of IP rights requirement (for example, the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards)
	The Korea Intellectual Property Rights Information Service (KIPRIS) was launched in 1996. 

Korea had been publishing IPR gazettes in booklet form since 1948.

	In 1998, Korea adopted the CD-ROM format for IPR gazettes. Since July 2001, Korea has been publishing gazettes on the internet.

To increase customer satisfaction, Korea set up an on-line service in 2004 that handles complaints and offers counselling. This service enables customers to propose ideas for IP systems and policies. Moreover, Korea accepted several good proposals from customers and has reflected them in policies.

To increase the fairness of examinations, Korea started using examination notes in 2005 as a means of recording and publishing the major decisions of examiners.

KIPO opened the Design Map website in 2009 to provide corporations and designers with search functions that provide the latest trends and registered designs of 54 items within and outside of Korea. Also provided is a design patent application guide for Korea and other countries.
	All the laws are open to the public through the internet in Korean and English. (site : www.law.go.kr
https://elaw.klri.re.kr
	Through KIPRIS, Korea has been providing intellectual property information accumulated from 1947 free of charge and continuously uploading latest information so that the general public can easily get up-to-date IP-related information.

Examination guidelines, treaties on intellectual property rights and intellectual property acts of Korea are provided through KIPO’s website. (www.kipo.go.kr/en)



	8. Competition Policy
	
	
	
	

	(1) Development of competition laws and establishment of competition authority
	Korea had its competition law and its enforcement authority in place.
-The Monopoly Regulation and Fair Trade Act (MRFTA) was enacted in 1980. 

-The Korea Fair Trade Commission (KFTC) was established in 1981
	In 2005, 2007 and 2009, the relevant rules on the Monopoly Regulation and Fair Trade Act (MRFTA) were amended.
	Korea has been making constant efforts to ensure free competition and duly adjusted MRFTA and recently working on complete amendment of the MRFTA.
	The KFTC has improved MRFTA in the various areas such as merger reviews and anti-cartel policies since 2009 by revising the law and relevant sub-regulations, which has made MRFTA upgraded up to the level of global standards on competition policies.

The full-scale amendment of MRFTA was submitted to the National Assembly for the first time in 38 years to reform the legal system in accordance with the changing economic environment and improve the institutional mechanism that can support the implementation of a fair economy.

	(2) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition Policy and Deregulation and efforts to become consistent with the Principles
	All
	All
	All
	Korea's competition law enforcement and competition policies including advocacy efforts are in accordance with the APEC principles.
Korea has made advancement especially on ‘Comprehensiveness’ and ‘Transparency’ by improving regulations and guidelines. 
Recently, Korea has been investing more resources into technical cooperation among APEC economies, as a way of implementing the Principles.
According to MRFTA, every government branch is, in advance, supposed to consult with the KFTC when enacting or amending its own statue to check whether the new provision of the statue is likely to cause anti-competitive effects in markets. With this review and consultation system, the KFTC has blocked and improved anti-competitive regulations every year.

	(3) International cooperation on Competition law/policy
	As Korea joined the OECD, the KFTC participated in Competition Committee of OECD in 1996.

The KFTC started hosting the International Competition Policy Workshop since 1996.
	- The KFTC joined the International Competition Network, as a steering group member.

- Korea has 3 Trade Agreements with an independent chapter for competition, 2 of which are signed with APEC economies.

- The KFTC signed 8 interagency arrangements and 1 intergovernmental agreement on competition cooperation.
	Korea has continuously been engaging in various activities to strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation in competition area.
	The KFTC has participated in global multilateral cooperation frameworks (OECD, ICN) and from 2001, the KFTC has been participating as a member of the Steering Group of the International Competition Network and also a bureau member of the Competition Committee of OECD.

As for the bilateral cooperation, the KFTC has 12 interagency arrangements with 15 competition authorities and 1 intergovernmental agreement on competition cooperation in effect. Also, Korea has 15 Trade Agreements with an independent chapter for competition, 9 of which are signed with APEC economies.

Since 2002 the KFTC has held the Seoul International Competition Forum every other year, to foster discussion on newly arisen issues in competition communities and international cooperation.

Korea has also made best efforts on technical cooperation with various means including, for examples, the International Competition Policy Workshops and Internship Programs for developing economies.

	9. Government Procurement
	
	
	
	

	(1) Increasing transparency of laws, regulations, bidding system, and how to determine bidding qualifications and bid winners
	Korea has acceded to the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA, effective as of 1997) to open the government procurement market and advance the procurement system.
After joining the WTO GPA in 1994, Korea enacted the Act on Contracts to Which the State is a Party (ACSP), which governs the procurement activities of central government agencies. 
- Government procurement is largely determined by the ACSP: contract methods, bid notice details, period of bid notice publication, raising an appeal etc.. 
- In order to stipulate the detailed procedures of international tendering, the Special Regulation of the Enforcement Decree of the ACSP for Specific Procurement was adopted and entered into force from January 1, 1997. 


	The Korean government has also opened the GPA market through FTAs.

In the case of international tenders (procurements subject to GPA or bilateral FTAs) where the bidder is unfairly disadvantaged during the bidding process, the unsuccessful bidder may challenge the bidding process in accordance with the relevant laws.

-To this end, the Ministry of Strategy and Finance (MOSF) has established the "International Contact Disputes Mediation Committee (ICDMC)" to deal with complaints regarding international tendering.

The Act on Contracts to Which a Local Government is a Party has been enacted (2005) to regulate the procurement activities of local government agencies. The Act, however, preserves the overall framework of the Act on Contracts to Which the State is a Party.
All procurement procedures are digitalized via KONEPS, an internet-based public procurement system. The entire procurement process is conducted electronically, and award results are published online on a real time basis via KONEPS. 
The Electronic Procurement Utilization and Procurement Act has been enacted to secure stability and reliability of the e-procurement system and prepare guidelines for the use of e-procurement.
	To increase transparency and fairness of public procurement administration, the overall revision on the Government Procurement Act (enacted in 1994) is on the process.  

	The significant achievement of implementing the Korea Online Procurement System (KONEPS) is the enhanced efficiency and transparency of procurement by enabling the whole process to be digitalized and all the information including bidding application and results are disclosed in real time
Since 2010, the Korean Public Procurement Service has introduced and operated the innovative ‘Fingerprint Recognition e-Bidding System' in which each user can tender by using a biometric security token. In 2017, another advanced e-bidding service using a fingerprint recognition function on smartphone has been launched through newly developed security applications.


	(2) Restrictions on foreign goods, services or suppliers, or preferences to domestic suppliers
	None
	None
	None
	

	(3) Reciprocity requirements in providing access to government procurement markets
	None 
	Existing
	Existing
	Korea opened its public procurement market in 1997 under the WTO GPA. 
 - Revised GPA comes into effect as of January 2016

Bilateral and multilateral FTAs provide more opportunities to get access to overseas public procurement markets.
 - Bilateral FTAs with Singapore, Peru, the US and Chile and Multilateral FTAs with EFTA and EU

	(4) Consistency with the APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement
	N/A

(The APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement was endorsed in 2006.)
	All

	All
	

	(5) Introduction of electronic means for government procurement
	Not introduced
	Introduced 


	Introduced
	KONPES was established in 2002 to provide online procurement service and became a single nationwide e-procurement system. KONEPS has significantly improved the transparency of public procurement activities in Korea, through real time disclosure of procurement information

Korea promotes the opening of procurement data such as bid and award information to public. Since the initial opening of procurement data in 2009, 18 types of core procurement information are provided for open API use and available for free of charge.


	10. Deregulation/ Regulatory Reform
	
	
	
	

	(1) Reviews of existing regulations
	Some
	Most
	Most
	In 2014, the government introduced the Cost-In, Cost-Out(CICO) that enforces central administrative agencies to restrict the increase of the costs of newly introduced or reinforced regulations by abolishing or relaxing regulations that carry an equal or more amount of cost.

The Regulatory Reform Sinmungo was also introduced in 2014 to give citizens and stakeholders the opportunity to file petitions on regulatory reform. This system serves as a one-stop shop that integrates all existing channels of regulatory petition in all administrative agencies.

	(2) Reviews of new or proposed regulations
	Some
	All
	All
	Korea has expanded the scope of Regulatory Impact Analysis, incorporating additional impact analyses on competition, SMEs, and technology.

Regarding competition, the additional RIA evaluates impacts on market efficiency and competition restriction. Regarding SMEs, issues like equity among economic players are assessed. Regarding technology, RIA is conducted to check whether the concerned regulation is on a par with the pace of technological development. For this purpose “Rules on Establishment and Operation of Regulatory Reform Task Force for Field-oriented Regulatory Reform” was introduced on 15 April 2013.


	(3) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition and Regulatory Reform
	Some
	All
	All
	

	(4) Improving transparency in regulatory regimes
	In 1993, the Special Measure Act for the Deregulation of Corporate Activities was enacted, providing the legal basis for regulatory reform. 

The Basic Law on Administrative Regulations and Application of 1994 mandated that when central administrative agencies establish or strengthen regulations, they should fully reflect the opinions of local governments, non-governmental organizations, related institutes and experts through measures such as advance notices on the legislation which the regulation is concerned. The Act also mandated the government to annually set up a comprehensive plan for administrative process improvement including regulations and civil affairs administration. According to the Act, results and details of administrative improvements made during the previous year should also be disclosed. 
In addition, deregulation was implemented by the newly established regulatory reform institutions including the Committee for Administrative Reforms, Committee for the Deregulation of the Economic Administration Sector and Commission for Corporate Deregulation.
	According to the Administrative Procedure Act and the Basic Act on Administrative Regulations (BAAR) enforced in 1998, when establishing or strengthening regulations, it is mandatory to have public consultations. 

Advance notice on legislation becomes mandatory under the two Acts. 

In addition, based on the BAAR, the Regulatory Reform Committee annually publishes a White Paper on major regulatory reform processes. 

All regulations are registered and open to the public at the web site of the Regulatory Reform Committee (www.rrc.go.kr).

Anyone can present new ideas to improve existing regulations by posting their opinions on this web site.


	The Regulatory Information Portal, which was launched in 2014, serves as a channel where people can participate in the regulatory reform process. Upon receiving the suggestions from the public or businesses, the responsible agency is strongly encouraged to reflect their opinions in the regulatory proposals. Aside from serving as a communication platform, it also provides and advertises information on regulations, including successful cases on regulatory reform.

Regulatory impact analysis statements (RIAS) are also made available to the public on the Regulatory Information Portal during the advance notice of proposed legislation.

The Regulatory Reform Sinmungo was also introduced in 2014 to give citizens and stakeholders the opportunity to file petitions on regulatory reform. This system serves as a one-stop shop that integrates all existing channels of regulatory petition in all administrative agencies.
	

	11. WTO Obligation/ Rules of Origin
	
	
	
	

	(1) WTO/UR Agreements not yet fully implemented
	None
	None
	None
	Since the inception of the WTO, Korea has faithfully implemented its commitments and obligations under the organization. Korea has been successful in bringing its laws and regulations into conformity with the WTO rules and regulations.

	(2) Ensuring application of rules of origin in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner
	Foreign Trade Act (1989)

All relevant regulations and laws in Korea ensure impartial, transparent and neutral application of the rules of origin to all WTO members. 
	Foreign Trade Act (1989)

All relevant regulations and laws in Korea ensure impartial, transparent, and neutral application of the rules of origin to all WTO members.
	Foreign Trade Act (1989)

All relevant regulations and laws in Korea ensure impartial, transparent, and neutral application of the rules of origin to all WTO members.
	Korea has been an active participant of WTO’s Harmonization Work Program for the purpose of harmonizing the non-preferential rules of origin. (e.g. engaging in discussions on texts of the Program and submitting proposals)
Korea has implemented WTO Plus measures to lubricate the practice of rules of origin, including advanced ruling on rules of origin and product classification and exemption from submission of certificate of origin

	12. Dispute Mediation
	
	
	
	

	Dispute mediation methods, process and bodies are available to foreign businesses
	Korean Arbitration Act(1966)

International Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States (ICSID, 1967)

1958 Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention, 1973)

Dispute settlement under the WTO (1995)


	Korean Arbitration Act(1966)

International Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States (ICSID, 1967)

1958 Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention,1973)

Dispute settlement under the WTO (1995)

Conclusion of FTAs (containing ISD)
	Korean Arbitration Act(1966)

International Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States (ICSID, 1967)

1958 Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention,1973)

Dispute settlement under the WTO (1995)

Conclusion of 16 FTAs (containing ISD)

	Korea was a pioneer in using electronic features to streamline court processes. Since the launch of the electronic case filing system in 2010, by 2014, more than half of the civil cases had been e-filed. As a consequence, according to the World Bank's Doing Business Report 2016, resolving a standard contract enforcement dispute takes 230 days and costs 10% of the claim (the OECD high-income averages are 538 days and 21% of the claim), making Korea the second-best in 189 economies in the ranking of the ease of enforcing contracts.

The Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) handles industrial property protection. It examines and registers patents, utility models, industrial designs, trademarks (including service marks) and layout designs of integrated circuits and develops policies to protect trade secrets. It resolves IPR disputes through "trial decisions" (administrative judgements) of the Intellectual Property Trial and Appeal Board (IPTAB). Trial decisions on patents, utility models, trademarks and industrial designs can be appealed to the Patent Court and subsequently to the Supreme Court.



	13. Mobility of Business People
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of visa free or visa waiver arrangements

	Visa free : N/A
Visa waiver arrangements : 61 countries and regions
	Visa free : 51 countries and regions

Visa waiver arrangements : 90 countries and regions
	Visa free : 48 countries and regions

Visa waiver arrangements : 109 countries and regions
	

	Visa free or visa waiver arrangements with APEC member economies
	Visa free(1): Canada

Visa waiver arrangements(6) :

New Zealand, Thailand, Malaysia, Peru, Singapore, Mexico
	Visa free(8): Australia, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Hong Kong, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, U.S., Indonesia (diplomatic and official passport only)

Visa waiver arrangements(9) :  New Zealand,  Thailand,  Chile,  Malaysia,  Peru, Singapore,  Mexico,

Vietnam (diplomatic and official passport only), Philippine (diplomatic and official passport only)
	Visa free(8): Australia, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Hong Kong, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, U.S, Indonesia*, 
(*diplomatic and official passport only)
Visa waiver arrangements(12) :  New Zealand, Thailand,  Chile, Malaysia, Peru, Singapore, The Russian Federation, Mexico,

Vietnam*, China*, Japan*, The Philippines*
(*diplomatic and official passport only), 
	▢ Ease of requirements and expansion of eligibility for ABTC

Dec. 2013

- Increase in number of card issuance

- Service company also eligible for card issuance 

Sep. 2015 

- Extension of validity (from 3 years to 5 years) 

- Removal of import and export performance requirements for companies of less than 5 employees

Sep. 2017 

- Eligibility expanded to Korean national working for an overseas parent company of a foreign invested company

- Eased criteria for police record check (criminal history)

- Expanded qualifications recognized by Justice Minister

- Simplified application documents



	(2) Participation in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	

	(3) Other efforts to facilitate mobility of business people than the above

	Immigration Control Act (1963)


	Immigration Control Act (1963)

The fast immigration track for foreign investors was set up in major international airport in February 2004. 
Aug. 2006., E-Government for Foreigners (G4F) has been providing comprehensive information on immigration policies, procedures and visa matters through the internet.

Aug. 2006 ., Koreans and registered foreigners do not need to submit Entry/Departure card at the airport/seaport.

Aug. 2006 ., Visa-related fees have been exempted for investor's visa holders.

Jun. 2008 ., The automated immigration clearance system using biometric information was introduced at the Incheon International Airport ..
Apr. 2009.,Under the certain requirements, intra-company transferee's visa has been issued to key personnel who is hired by foreign branch office of domestic enterprise, and are dispatched to the domestic head-quarters for training.
Apr. 2009., Investor's visa has been issued to holders of intellectual property rights, industrial property rights, etc. who intend to start venture business.
.

Sep. 2009., Korea has made it easy for foreign investors to obtain permanent residence permit by lowering the required amount of foreign investment from $5 million to $2 million.


	▢ Foreigner Biometric Information System 

- Sep. 2010, immigration offender
- July. 2010, registered aliens
- Jan. 2012 the system collects and analyses the fingerprint and facial images of all foreign nationals entering the Republic of Korea (excluding those under 17 years old, and those specified by law) 

▢ Expand mutual use of automated immigration clearance service between nations for travel facilitation among citizens

-June 2012. US

-Dec. 2013. Hong Kong

-Dec. 2016. Macao

-June 2018. Taiwan

-Dec. 2018. Germany
▢Introduction of Point System for the issuance of Technology-based Start Up visa (March, 2015) Issued visas to foreign talents intending to establish a start-up in Korea who have scored sufficient points for the requirement assessment

▢Ease qualification for no visa entry for transit passengers bound for third country (September, 2016) 
Plan to allow a 30 day no visa entry to transit passengers who hold a designated country visa and is bound for a third country 

▢Expansion of duties of the Global Talent Visa Center (Feb. 2018)

- Counselling services for investment immigration, professionals and outstanding individuals

- Issuance and management of ABTC, Immigration VIP card, and Korea Priority card

▢ Ease requirements for Business Start-up (D-10-2) visa(April 2019)
- Foreign nationals who are recommended by a relevant organization for their talent become eligible for the visa regardless of educational background.
	▢ Expansion of eligibility for automated immigration clearance service

- The facilitation of the automated immigration clearance service use has become the key factor in providing high quality immigration service. Especially, dispensing with the prior registration procedures for registered aliens and allowing short-term foreign visitors to use the auto gates upon departure are main features of promoting immigration convenience to foreign nationals. Through this, Korea has not only strengthened national competitiveness, but also contributed to the tourism industry by attracting foreign travellers. 

▢ Expansion of mutual use of automated immigration clearance service between nations

- Through the mutual use of automated immigration clearance service between nations, Korea promoted the travel convenience between the countries and also established cooperation systems for the mutual use. Currently Korea has concluded 5 agreements (with US, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, and Germany) and looks forward to concluding more agreements for the mutual use of automated immigration clearance for the contribution towards enhancing international exchange, tourism, investment, and trade activities.

	(4) Average time to approve for short term business visit visa
	
	5 Working days
	6 Working days
	The approval period has been slightly extended due to a surge in the number of requests.

	14. Trade Facilitation
	
	
	
	

	(1) Consistency with APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation
	--
	All
	All
	

	(2) Implementation of Trade Facilitation Action and Measures (approved in 2002)
	
	Movement of goods(55/60)

Standards(18/20 )

Business Mobility(6/6)

E-Commerce(5/11) 
	Movement of goods(58/60)

Standards(19/20 )

Business Mobility(6/6)

E-Commerce(11/11)
	

	15. Promotion of High-Quality RTAs/FTAs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of RTAs/FTAs concluded/signed
	None
	7

(Chile/Singapore/ EFTA/ ASEAN/India/U.S./EU)
	17

(Chile, Singapore, EFTA, ASEAN, India, U.S., EU, Peru, Turkey, Australia, Canada, China, New Zealand, Vietnam, Columbia, Republics of Central America, U.K.)
	Since 2004, Korea has established a very wide FTA network by 16 FTAs with 56 countries and the utilization ratio of these FTAs are high. The high performance was achieved due to the strategic approach and diverse support mechanisms initiated by Korean government.         

The Korea-U.K. FTA was signed in August and is currently under the ratification process in both countries.
Other than the above, Korea reached an agreement on the Korea-Israel FTA in August 2019 and Korea-Indonesia CEPA in November 2019.

	RTAs/FTAs concluded/signed with APEC member economies
	None
	4

-FTA between the Government of the  Republic of Korea and  the Government of Republic of Chile

- FTA between the Government of  Republic of Korea and the Government of Republic of Singapore

- FTA between the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Member Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

- FTA between the Republic of Korea and the United States of America
	10

-FTA between the Government of the  Republic of Korea and  the Government of Republic of Chile

- FTA between the Government of  Republic of Korea and the Government of Republic of Singapore

- FTA between the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Member Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

- FTA between the Republic of Korea and the United States of America
- FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of Peru 

- FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of Australia
- FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of Canada

- FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of China

- FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of  New Zealand

-FTA between the Government of Republic of Korea and the Government of Vietnam
	It can be said that Korea is one of the most successful countries in concluding FTAs with the APEC economies since trade with all these economies is highly complementary. Another reason for extending FTAs with other APEC economies is to accelerate trade and investment liberalization of APEC.  

	(2) Number of RTAs/FTAs under negotiation
	None
	7

(Canada, GCC, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, Peru, Colombia)
	9

(China-Japan, RCEP,

MERCOSUR, India, Chile, China, Russia, Malaysia, Philippines)
	Prior to launching official negotiations, Korea is conducting preparation talks or joint studies with prospective FTA partners including Cambodia and Uzbekistan.

	RTAs/FTAs being negotiated with APEC member economies
	None
	5

- Korea-Canada FTA (13th round of Korea-Canada FTA negotiations, Mar, 2008)

- Korea-Mexico FTA (2nd round of FTA negotiation, Jun, 2008)

- Korea-Peru FTA (4th round of Korea-Peru FTA negotiation, Oct, 2009)

- Korea-Australia FTA (4th round of Korea-Australia FTA negotiation, Mar, 2010)

- Korea New Zealand FTA (3rd round of Korea New Zealand FTA negotiation, Dec, 2009)
	7

-Korea-China-Japan FTA(16th round of Korea-China-Japan FTA negotiations, Nov, 2019)

-RCEP FTA (28th round of RCEP FTA, Sep, 2019)

-Korea-Chile FTA (3rd round of Korea-Chile FTA Upgrading Negotiations, Oct, 2019) 

-Korea-China FTA(6th round of Korea-China FTA Subsequent Negotiations, Nov, 2019) 

-Korea-Russia FTA(2nd round of Korea-Russia FTA in Services and Investment, Jun, 2019) 

-Korea-Malaysia FTA(3rd round of Korea-Malaysia FTA, Sep, 2019)

-Korea-Philippines FTA(4th round of Korea-Philippines FTA, Sep, 2019)
	

	(3) Consistency with APEC Model Measures for RTAs and FTAs
	
	Fully consistent
	Fully consistent
	In particular, Korea contributed, as coordinating economy, to the development of model measures for commonly accepted chapters of the RTAs/FTAs in the area of dispute settlement. 

	16. Voluntary Self-Reporting
	
	
	
	

	(1) Other Efforts in Support of the Bogor Goals: (environment)
	
	Korea addressed trade-related environmental issues in the KORUS FTA and the Korea-EU FTA. 
In addition, Korea is attempting to address environmental issues in its FTA negotiations with Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Peru, and Colombia. 
	
	Korea is convinced that environmental issues need to be discussed in the framework of FTAs and should be regarded as an integral part of FTAs in order to promote sustainable development through trade. 

As such, Korea has endeavoured to stipulate core elements, including maintaining high standards of environmental protection and promotion of strengthened environmental cooperation in trade. The core elements that are reflected in Korea’s FTAs are as follows:

-Promoting sustainable development by strengthening trade policies and protecting the environment in a mutually complementary manner

-Promoting transparency and public participation in the development and enforcement of environmental laws and policies

-Striving to ensure that the laws provide high levels of environmental protection and refrain from reducing protection levels to encourage investment
-Including environmental protection measures as an exception to the investment chapters of the 10 RTAs/FTAs signed with APEC member economies (except the Korea-ASEAN CEPA and the Korea-Australia FTA), which is the highest in terms of frequency among RTAs/FTAs signed between member economies in APEC.

-Agreeing to effectively enforce environment-related domestic laws and to harmonize national laws and practices with multilateral environmental agreements

-Committing to reinforcement of environmental cooperation through workshops, dispatch of experts, and other appropriate means of promoting sustainable development 

-Resolving divergences through governmental consultations

	(2) As needed for other actions
	
	
	
	

	(3) As needed for other actions
	
	
	
	


�FTA체결을 통해 TRIPS PLUS 반영한 내용 한두가지만 기술 요청
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