ANNEX 1:  Fact sheet on Individual Efforts Made towards the Achievement of the Bogor Goals
	
	Status in 1996
	Status in 2009
	Status in 2019
	Major Achievements incl. Significant Progress 
after the Mid-term Stocktake and
Example of Best Practices

	1. Tariffs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Import-weighted average of MFN applied tariff
	5.4%
	3.2%
	1.35%


	Since 2009, Australia has continued to liberalise its tariff regime on an MFN basis, with predictable and transparent cuts to tariffs on Information Technology Agreement expansion products; Textile Clothing and Footwear products; and, automotive products. Australia removed the $12,000 specific used and second-hand vehicle tariff on 1 January 2018. More than 99% of Australia's tariff lines are applied at an MFN rate of 5% or less, with over 47% duty free. 
The overall, applied effective tariff rate (incorporating preferential FTA rates) was 0.56% in 2018 (on a trade-weighted basis)

Australia offers 18 of 20 APEC Economies duty free access on full implementation of relevant free trade agreements or under ASTP. 

	(2) Simple average of MFN applied tariff 
	5.9%
	3.8%
	2.53% (at 1 July 2019)
	

	(3) Tariff average, based on import tariff revenue
	4.6%
	3%
	1.11%
	

	(4) Zero tariff lines as a percentage of all tariff lines 
	40.8%
	46.3%
	47%
	Australia now has FTAs in force with countries that account for 70.1 per cent of Australia’s two-way trade - a significant expansion on the 2013 figure of 26.8%. If all current trade negotiations were concluded, Australia’s share of two-way trade in goods and services with countries covered by FTAs would reach 86.6% (based on 2018 trade data).  The Government has committed that around 90% of Australia’s trade will be covered by FTAs by 2022.



	(5) Zero tariff imports as a percentage of all imports 
	42%
	53.1%
	47%
	

	(6) Standard deviation for applied tariff
	8.9%
	7.1%
	2.5% (at 1 July 2019) 
	

	(7) Transparency in tariff regime
	Annual WTO notification

of applied tariffs; internet

publication of Australia’s

schedule; publication of

legislated further tariff

reductions
	Annual WTO notification of

applied tariffs; internet

publication of Australia’s

schedule; publication of

legislated further tariff

reductions
	Annual WTO notification of

applied tariffs; internet

publication of Australia’s

schedule; publication of

legislated further tariff

reductions
	

	2. Non-Tariff Measures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Quantitative import restrictions/ prohibitions
	(Did not impose other than

to discharge international

obligations)
	No change
	No change
	Australia does not generally impose quantitative import restrictions. Import prohibitions are generally only used to discharge Australia’s international obligations.

To overcome the impact of maximum residue limits (a non-tariff measures) on the trade of food commodities, APEC economies developed an APEC Import MRL Guideline for Pesticides - a guideline on possible approaches to achieve alignment of international MRLs between 2015 and 2017, and two practical tools to assist the implementation of the above guideline between 2018 and 2019. The tools were an APEC Compendium of Government Administration in Setting Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides; and an APEC Import Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticide Application Form. Australia (Food Standards Australia New Zealand) led the development of the guidelines and tools.

	(2) Import licensing
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	(i) Automatic import licensing – Australia does not impose automatic import licensing

(ii) Discretionary import licensing - Australia’s import licensing procedures are consistent with the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures. Current licensing requirements are confined to the discharge of Australia’s international obligations and to protect the community through maintaining transparent and scientifically based health and safety related import programs.

(Australia last notified its import licensing to WTO in 2019.)

	(3) Import levies
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Australia does not impose import levies.

	(4) Export subsidies
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Australia does not impose export subsidies.

	(5) Other non-tariff measures maintained
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Biosecurity measures—Australia adopts biosecurity measures where necessary to reduce identified risks to human, animal and plant life and health to an appropriate level and any measures that may have a significant impact on international trade are officially notified to the WTO. Biosecurity measures are developed and implemented in accordance with international rights and obligations, particularly under the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the SPS Agreement). Import conditions, including any requirements for import permits, are published on Biosecurity Import Conditions Systems (BICON) website  (https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0). Australia’s procedures for conducting import risk analyses is set out in the Biosecurity Import Risk Analysis Guidelines, which can be found at: (https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/guidelines).


	3. Services
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are granted as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	34
	34
	34
	

	(2) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	2
	1
	1
	

	(3) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are offered in the DDA under the GATS
	
	40
	Note: DDA not concluded. DDA commitments not applied.
	

	(4) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained in the DDA under the GATS
	
	1
	Note: DDA not concluded. DDA commitments not applied.
	

	(5) Number of RTAs/FTAs in which more market access and/or NT are committed to services sectors than those in the commitments under the GATS
	1
	6
	11 plus 3 ratified but not yet in force (as at 31 December 2019)


	Australian FTA services commitments are generally on a negative list basis and build on our GATS commitments (ie, our FTA commitments are GATS-plus).

By end-2019, Australia signed an additional nine FTAs with GATS-plus services commitments. Bilateral FTAs with China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia and the Comprehensive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) were in force by end-2019. Bilateral FTAs with Hong Kong, Indonesia and Peru and the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus have been ratified and will enter into force in 2020.

	(6) Number of sectors in which licensing and qualification requirements apply specifically to foreign service providers
	0 (in the sectors committed under GATS)
	(Number of sectors or cases in which requirements are eliminated or relaxed since 1996)
0
	(Number of sectors or cases in which requirements are eliminated or relaxed since 1996)
0
	

	(7) Measures to improve transparency in services
	(Description of illustrative measures)

	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	

	4. Investment
	
	
	
	

	(1) Restrictions on foreign investment 
	(Number of industries)
	(Number of industries)
	Australia continues to apply its pre-establishment foreign

investment screening regime. 

Australia’s foreign investment framework balances encouraging foreign investment while ensuring investment is not contrary to the national interest. Foreign investment applications are assessed if they exceed certain monetary and equity thresholds. Monetary screening thresholds can be found in Guidance Note 34. 

	In 2017-18, Australian foreign investment agencies supported the implementation of a range of reforms announced by the Government in 2016-17, including a number of streamlining measures that came into effect on 1 July 2017.

These streamlining measures have reduced the requirement for investors to seek multiple approvals for similar low risk transactions by:

•
allowing developers to re-sell to foreign persons ‘as new’ off-the-plan dwellings that failed to settle, and therefore may be considered ‘established’;

•
introducing an exemption certificate so that only one approval is required for individuals considering a number of residential properties with the intention to purchase only one;

•
changing fees to improve transparency and consistency, reduce complexity and achieve more equitable fee outcomes across different categories of transactions; and

•
introducing a new business exemption certificate for interests in assets and securities to enable broad pre-approval for routine transactions.



	(2) Investment by foreigners entails offsets (performance requirements, export requirements, local content requirements)
	(Number of industries)
	(Number of industries)
	Australia’s default policy assumption is that foreign investment is beneficial to the country. There are no uniformly applied offsets. 


	Applying conditions to investments has become more important amid a changing global environment and increasingly complex corporate structures. This approach allows the investment to proceed while also mitigating national interest risk which may arise from a proposed transaction.  

	(3) Restrictions on transfers of capital
	(Existing, Not existing)
	(Existing, Not existing)
	N/A – not existing
	

	(4) Consistency with APEC Non-Binding Investment Principles
	
	
	Yes, except pre-screening thresholds for US and NZ investors are higher for agribusiness, ag land and mining sectors due to FTA commitments. (Guidance Note)
	The Government prioritises stakeholder engagement and regulatory clarification. 

Engagement with foreign investors occurs through channels including:

· the FIRB website: This includes up to date guidance material for investors, which in 
2017–18 was accessed by a large number of users from around the world;

· the foreign investment enquiries hotline: In 2017–18, the Australian Tax Office handled over 18,700 calls on its foreign investment enquiry line and Treasury handled over 2,800 calls. These enquiries ranged from questions about investors’ proposed acquisitions and their regulatory requirements, to media or investor queries about sectoral trends; and

· face-to-face sessions and webinars with stakeholders: FIRB agencies met with potential foreign investors, their representatives, industry peak bodies, and foreign government officials. Both Treasury and the ATO held several stakeholder meetings in 2017–18 that were tailored to promote understanding of certain aspects of the foreign investment framework, and seek stakeholders’ feedback.



	(5) Number of BITs and FTAs/RTAs which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	(Number of agreements)
	(Number of agreements)
	All BITs and FTAs have mention of NT and MFN
	

	BITs and FTAs/RTAs with APEC member economies which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	(List of agreements )
	(List of agreements )
	Australia-China BIT

Australia-Czech Republic BIT 

Australia-PNG BIT

Australia-Lithuania BIT

Australia-Poland BIT

Australia-Uruguay BIT

Australia-Sri Lanka BIT

Australia-Romania BIT

Australia-Laos BIT

Australia-Egypt BIT

Australia-Indonesia BIT

Australia-Philippines BIT

Australia-Pakistan BIT

Australia-Peru BIT

Australia-Chile BIT

Australia-Turkey BIT

ASEAN–Australia–New Zealand (AANZFTA) 

Malaysia–Australia (MAFTA) 

Korea–Australia (KAFTA) 

Japan–Australia (JAEPA) 

China–Australia (ChAFTA) 

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) 

Australia – Hong Kong (AHKFTA) 


	Increased the number of FTAs and BITs significantly since 2009 and Australia is currently negotiating a number of other FTAs.

	(6) Measures to improve transparency in investment
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Australia’s foreign investment policy simplified definitions in a number of sectors, and increased transparency through introducing a number of foreign investment registers. 
	Specific measures include: continuing to publish a Foreign Investment Review Board annual report, implementation of a register for foreign ownership of agricultural land (December 2015), publishing an annual regulator performance framework report (2015-16), and implementation of a register of foreign ownership of water entitlements (June 2018).

	5. Standards and Conformance
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of domestic standards aligned with the target international standards for Voluntary Action Plan (VAP)
	(Number of standards)
	(Number of standards)
	Approximately 40 per cent of Australian Standards

are now aligned with

international standards.
	

	(2) Description of conformity assessment process including participation in and implementation of mutual recognition arrangements
	(Description of illustrative measures and number of mutual recognition agreements)
	(Description of illustrative measures and number of mutual recognition agreements)
	Multilateral MRAs (involving Australia’s peak accreditation bodies)
· Asia Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (APAC)

· International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC)

· International Accreditation Forum (IAF)

Bilateral MRAs

· European Community (European Union)

· European Free Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway)

· New Zealand
· Singapore
	Australia is actively contributing to the World Trade Organization (WTO) Technical Barriers to Trade Committee’s work to develop practical, non-prescriptive Conformity Assessment Procedure Guidelines for regulators (under the mandate of the 8th Triennial Review). It submitted a paper in 2019.

Australia signed a bilateral MRA with the United Kingdom in January 2019 (expected to enter into force after the current Brexit transition period concludes).



	(3) Efforts to raise transparency and objectivity of standards
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	In 2019, Standards Australia, Australia’s peak standards development body released a new Distribution and Licensing Policy Framework. The Framework provides for innovation in standards delivery and increased channels to market, allowing more choice in how content is accessed. The framework aims to increase the reach and relevance of standards to the Australian community.
	

	6. Customs Procedures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Adoption of HS2007 nomenclature
	--
	(Adopted, Not adopted)
	--
	Australia has implemented the Harmonized System (HS) 2017 nomenclature, which incorporate the changes agreed upon in the World Customs Organization’s fifth review of the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding system.

	(2) Conformity with the Revised Kyoto Convention
	--
	
	
	Australia has acceded to the Revised Kyoto Agreement.

	(3) Transparency
	
	
	
	Australia regularly publishes information on new or revised customs procedures in Australian Customs Notices (ACNs). ACNs are available on the Australian Border Force website.

	(4) Use of information technology and automation (e.g. Single Window, Harmonised Trade Data Elements, Paperless Trading, etc.)
	In 1991, an electronic system for lodgement of import and export documentation was implemented
	In 2005, the Integrated Cargo System (ICS), a Customs Single Window, was implemented.
	The Australian Border Force (ABF) embarked on the development of a customs and border modernisation agenda.  The goal is to identify how to incrementally modernise our legislative/regulatory frameworks and apply contemporary technology capabilities to deliver a transformed border clearance services for trade.

A key focus of our agenda is to identify how we can better manage border risks through streamlined legislation/regulations and increased use of supply chain data.  These aspects of our agenda will inform improved facilitation of genuine trade and enable more effective application of targeted enforcement operations.


	· Australia operates a Customs Single Window, the Integrated Cargo System (ICS), and is working towards a future enhanced single window for trade. 

· The ICS provides support to other Australian government departments, in particular, Australia’s biosecurity agency. 

· In June 2018, the ABF commenced receiving international mail advance electronic data through an ongoing arrangement with Australia Post. 

· Under the ABF’s customs and border modernisation agenda, the following initiatives were undertaken:

- During 2019, the ABF explored sources of trade supply chain data to supplement mandated cargo reporting data. 

- In February 2020, an MOU on Trade Facilitation, under a proposed Digital Economy Agreement, was signed between Australia and Singapore under which it was agreed to trial initiatives relating to paperless trading. 

- In 2019, the ABF completed a proof of technology for an Inter-Government Ledger (a blockchain-based solution) for secure, digital exchange of trade documentation. This will be trialled between Australia and Singapore during 2020.

	(5) Measures to secure trade (e.g. AEO, etc.)
	No AEO program in 1996.
	No AEO program in 2009.
	Australia’s AEO program, Australian Trusted Trader, had accredited 585 traders by 31 December 2019.

Secure Sea Lane

The Secure Trade Lane (STL) initiative was announced by the Australian and New Zealand Prime Ministers in 2017. It aims to improve trans-Tasman movement of goods, through joint trialling of an STL for low risk cargo. 

The STL trial is also a deliverable under the Australian Border Force customs and border modernisation agenda.
	Australia has a successful AEO program, Australian Trusted Trader, which is due to be fully implemented by July 2020. At 4 May 2020, there were 738 Trusted Traders, representing 18.52% of Australia’s two-way trade value and 10.59% of Australia’s two-way trade volume. The program has an ambitious goal to represent 50% of Australia’s two-way trade value and 30% of Australia’s two-way trade volume. 

By validating a significant portion of Australia’s two-way trade, Australian Trusted Trader allows the Australian Border Force to focus resources on trade that represents a higher or unknown risk. 

Australian Trusted Trader encourages Trusted Traders to adopt a continuous improvement approach to supply chain security, with advice and training sessions on best practices. The program also rewards Trusted Traders who use trusted service providers with exclusive benefits to encourage an end-to-end trusted supply chain. The Consolidated Cargo Reporting benefit, which is currently being piloted, is an example of a benefit that requires a service provider that is a Trusted Trader.
Secure Trade Lane

· The Australian Border Force (ABF) is working together with the New Zealand Customs Service (NZCS) to progress the STL initiative, and will trial a business solution in 2020.

· The trial will use industry data to show how goods could be customs cleared in a low risk supply chain.

The trial is a step towards developing a domestic-like trade experience between Australia and New Zealand for traders who are trusted.


	(6) Implementation of other customs measures to facilitate trade (e.g. Advance Classification Ruling System, Time Release Survey, etc.)
	
	Time Release Study undertaken.
	Time Release Study undertaken.
	Australia has undertaken an annual Time Release Study since 2007. Studies covering 2010-2016 are available from https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/research-and-statistics/statistics/operational-reports. Australia intends to publish results for the period 2017-19 in 2020. 

	(6)(continued) Implementation of other customs measures to facilitate trade (e.g. Advance Classification Ruling System, Time Release Survey, etc.)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	In 2019, the Australian Border Force led a whole of government review of border permits.  The objective was to identify how to streamline and improve the border permits system across permit issuing agencies.

The Review’s scope included Customs Prohibited Imports Regulations, Prohibited Exports Regulations, goods subject to CITES, wine and pharmaceuticals.

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-and-support/how-to-engage-us/consultations/border-permits-review

	The final report of the Review is under consideration by Australian Government.

Subject to endorsement of the recommendations, the Australian Border Force will lead the implementation of the review in collaboration with Government and industry.



	(6)(continued) Implementation of other customs measures to facilitate trade (e.g. Advance Classification Ruling System, Time Release Survey, etc.)
	
	
	
	Australia has three forms of advance rulings – Tariff Advices, Valuation Advices and Origin Advices. 

· Tariff Advices provide rulings on the tariff classification and Tariff Concession Order eligibility of imported goods. 

· Valuation Advices provide rulings on specific matters relating to the assessment of the Customs value of imported goods. 

Origin Advices provide rulings on whether particular imported goods qualify as originating from a particular country

	7. Intellectual Property (IP)
	
	
	
	

	(1) Ratification and implementation of the major multilateral agreements relating to IP rights
	See 2010 Survey
	See 2010 Survey
	Member of the WIPO Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works by Visually Impaired Persons and Persons with Print Disabilities. Came into Force in 2016.
	Australia was among the first 20 countries to join the Marrakesh Treaty, which provides exceptions to copyright protections to permit the printing and sending of accessible material in Australia and across borders. At April 2019, the non-profit organisation Vision Australia had made 9,515 titles available to participating countries, and provided 536 titles to participating countries as a result of the Marrakesh Treaty. Vision Australia had imported 2,074 titles as a result of the Marrakesh Treaty.

	(2) Measures to ensure the expeditious granting of IP rights
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	

	(3) Measures to provide for the effective enforcement of IP rights
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Amendments to the Copyright Act 1968 have improved effective enforcement of IP rights, particularly in the online environment.

Improved data gathering on online infringement.

Ongoing cooperation


	The Copyright Amendment (Online Infringement) Act 2015 and the Copyright Amendment (Online Infringement) Act 2018 introduced amendments to the Copyright Act 1968 to allow copyright owners to apply to the Federal Court to seek injunctions against carriage service providers and search engines requiring them to disable access to overseas online locations. The Federal Court must take into account a number of factors to set a high threshold test, and target specific infringing online locations. The 2018 Act broadened the range of infringing websites that can be addressed through website blocking orders to include sites such as cyber lockers, and enabled the Federal Court to make more responsive blocking orders. 

Each year since 2015, the Australian Government has conducted a survey to understand the prevalence of online copyright infringement in Australia and to understand the attitudes driving online copyright infringement behaviours. Data from these surveys helps to inform the Government to assist its broad reform agenda and to better target measures.

The Government accepted the recommendation of the Productivity Commissions 2016 report to establish a cross-agency group of departmental executives to ensure intellectual property policy, including around enforcement, is coordinated across government.

	(4) Measures to harmonise IP rights systems in the APEC region
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Australia has remained engaged in IPEG activities.
	APRA AMCOS, a collecting society for performing and mechanical rights in musical works, attended an IPEG workshop on the Best Licensing Practices of Collective Management Organizations (CMOs) to MSMEs in 2018 to share information on APRA AMCOS’ licensing experiences in “One Music NZ”. The APEC Project Evaluation Survey Results found that all participants agreed that this project achieved its intended objectives, and 80% of the participants strongly agreed to this.



	(5) Public education about IP
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Representatives of Australian Government agencies continue to regularly give presentations to a range of stakeholders via workshops, conferences and to university students on copyright issues.

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications maintains a public website and answers public queries.

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications periodically distributes an electronic newsletter, "Copyright Matters", to inform stakeholders of current developments in copyright law and policy.

Other public education activities in the field of copyright are undertaken principally by the Arts Law Centre of Australia (http://www.artslaw.com.au/) and the Australian Copyright Council (ACC) (http://www.copyright.org.au). These are primarily through seminars, publications, and the provision of free legal advice for certain individuals. Both centres are independent, non-profit organisation, and receives some Government funding.


	The Department provides information about recent legislative updates, and provides general information about copyright in response to common public queries.

The Department regularly works with information provided by key stakeholders to provide informative responses to public queries.

	(6) International cooperation on IP rights
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Australia contributes annually to WIPO’s Funds-in-Trust program (WIPO FIT).

Australia complies fully with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Intellectual Property Rights. 

Judicial decisions on criminal and civil copyright and intellectual property-related cases are made available to the public by the court in which they were heard.


	WIPO FIT produces positive and sustainable outcomes in some developing countries with regards to improved awareness of the importance of copyright, establishing or enhancing national copyright systems, and increasing participation in WIPO and the international copyright framework.

Representatives of the Australian Government have attended workshops through the WIPO FIT program, providing advice on Australia’s copyright framework and development of copyright policy.

	(7) Measures to promote transparency of IP rights requirement (for example, the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications maintains a website detailing the work that it does on copyright, along with information and links to recent reform and legislative amendments.
	

	8. Competition Policy
	
	
	
	

	(1) Development of competition laws and establishment of competition authority
	(Existence or nonexistence of competition laws and authority)
	(Existence or nonexistence of competition laws and authority)
	As per 1996

Competition law is set out in the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (previously the Trade Practices Act 1974).

The Act is enforced by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC), an independent Commonwealth statutory authority.
National Broadband Network Companies Bill 2010

Telecommunications Legislation Amendment (National Broadband Network Measures — ​Access Arrangements) Bill 2011
	In 2017, the Government made major amendments to the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) following the 2015 Harper Competition Policy Review. The amendments strengthened the misuse of market power provision (section 46); introduced a prohibition on anti competitive concerted practices; and reformed merger approval processes.

In 2019, the Government repealed the limited intellectual property exemption from prohibitions on anti-competitive conduct in the CCA.
A key element of the Government’s 2011 reform of the telecommunications sector was the deployment of the National Broadband Network (NBN) and the structural separation of the incumbent operator, Telstra. 

To create a level playing field, all new broadband networks built in Australia are also required to be operated on a wholesale-only basis. Further, NBN Co’s services must be offered in a transparent manner and there are specific restrictions that prevent the company from discriminating among its wholesale customers.

In accordance with recommendations made in a research report by the Productivity Commission in 2008 and subsequently agreed by the Council of Australian Governments, a policy review of the National Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS), initially progressed as a Better Regulation Ministerial Partnership between relevant Ministers, was completed in 2014. The review noted that any proposed changes to the regulatory arrangements for industrial chemicals should not weaken human health and environmental protection. A Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) analysed options for reform of the regulations and recommended a more streamlined process for introducing new lower-risk chemicals. The Office of Best Practice Regulation (OBPR) assessed the RIS as compliant and consistent with best practice. The new Australian Industrial Chemicals Introduction Scheme (AICIS) will replace NICNAS on 1 July 2020, following passage of associated legislation through the Australian Parliament in 2019.

	(2) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition Policy and Deregulation and efforts to become consistent with the Principles
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	All
	On 4 December 2013, the Government announced the first comprehensive review of competition policy since the 1995 Hilmer Competition Policy Review. The review commenced in March 2014 and was conducted by a panel led by Professor Ian Harper. The Terms of Reference asked the panel to conduct a wide-ranging review of Australia’s competition regulation, policy and regulatory agencies (extending to all laws and policy affecting competition in any market, not just competition law). The review’s final report was released on 31 March 2015 and contained 56 recommendations on competition policy, competition law and competition institutions. In November 2015, the Government announced that it supported 40 of the 56 recommendations in full or in principle and 5 in part. It remains open to the remaining 11 recommendations.
Acknowledging that NBN Co would become the dominant market player, the Australian Government established NBN Co to operate as a wholesale-only company and provide access to the NBN to all telecommunications retail service providers on an open and equivalent basis.

To implement this policy, legislative changes were passed that restrict NBN Co to selling its services to other carriers and carriage service providers, although statutory exemptions were created to allow NBN Co to service utility providers such as electricity and gas suppliers.

	(3) International cooperation on Competition law/policy
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Australia participates actively in the competition law and policy-related activities of APEC, the OECD, the WTO, the Australia/New Zealand/ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA) Competition Law Implementation Program, and the International Competition Network (ICN). 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has cooperation agreements with a number of economies to share information and cooperate on issues, including the US, New Zealand, Korea and Papua New Guinea. Additionally, Australia frequently engages in informal cooperation activities with competition and consumer protection agencies across the world. This includes activities outside the scope of cooperation agreements, and with agencies that the ACCC does not have agreements with.

Australia actively participates in, and contributes to, the work on competition issues within APEC. Australia seeks to encourage the exchange of information on developments between APEC economies and develop a forum for dialogue to deepen understanding of competition policy within APEC.
	

	9. Government Procurement
	
	
	
	

	(1) Increasing transparency of laws, regulations, bidding system, and how to determine bidding qualifications and bid winners
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Information about the Commonwealth’s Procurement framework is available to the public through the Department of Finance (Finance) website https://www.finance.gov.au/business/selling-government-procurement. 


The Commonwealth Procurement Rules (CPRs) are the core framework (https://www.finance.gov.au/government/procurement/commonwealth-procurement-rules) that relevant Commonwealth entities (Non-Corporate Commonwealth entities and prescribed corporate Commonwealth entities) must comply with when issuing instructions and operational requirements in relation to procurements. 

The framework consists of: 

1. Web-based guidance, developed by the Finance to assist entities to implement the procurement framework; 


2. Resource Management Guides, which advise of key changes and developments in the procurement framework; and 


Templates, such as the Commonwealth Contracting Suit, which simplify and streamline processes, creating uniformity across Commonwealth contracts to reduce the burden on business when contracting with the Commonwealth.
	The Australian Government procurement framework has had a number of updates since 2009, which have occurred in: 

· 1 July 2012

· 1 July 2014  

· 1 March 2017  

· 1 January 2018 

· 1 January 2019 

· 20 April 2019 

Major achievements and significant progress coming out of these updates include: 


· Updates to clarify and provide consistency of terminology and process requirements; 

· Policy name change to ‘Commonwealth Procurement Rules’, to reflect change from guidance material to enforceable rules; 

· Requirement for value for money considerations to apply to entire procurement process, and to also consider other Commonwealth policies; 

· Inclusion of new exemption to procurement process for Small to Medium Enterprises with at least 50 per cent Indigenous ownership; 

· Inclusion of reference to Australian Government’s commitment to sustainable procurement practises; 

· Recognition of importance to pay suppliers on time; 

· Removal of prequalified tender method and reference to Legal Services Multi-Use List no longer in use. Inclusion of ‘open’ approach to market; 

· International standards from TPP-11 and WTO-GPA reflected;  

· Requirement for limited tender at or above the relevant threshold to be reported on AusTender; 

· Inclusion of reference to Modern Slavery Act 2018; and 

· Inclusion of reference to the Government Procurement (Judicial Review) Act 2018.  

The framework was last updated in April 2019.  

 

	(2) Restrictions on foreign goods, services or suppliers, or preferences to domestic suppliers
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	The Australian Government’s procurement framework is non-discriminatory. 

All potential suppliers, including foreign goods or services suppliers, must, subject to the Commonwealth Procurement Rules, be treated equitably based on their commercial, legal, technical and financial abilities and not be discriminated against due to their size, degree of foreign affiliation or ownership, location, or the origin of their goods and services. 


	Since 2009, the Australian Government has entered into free trade agreements to continue to reduce barriers to international trade in goods and services between Australia and the following countries: 

· ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand (AANZFTA) 

· Malaysia-Australia (MAFTA) 

· Korea-Australia (KAFTA) 

· Japan-Australia (JAEPA)

· China-Australia (ChAFTA) 

· Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CTPP) 

· Australia-Hong Kong (AHKFTA) 
· Peru-Australia (PAFTA)  



	(3) Reciprocity requirements in providing access to government procurement markets
	(existing, not existing)
	(existing, not existing)
	(existing)
Australia is party to a number of free trade agreements, which are implemented domestically by legislation and/or Commonwealth policy, the core framework for government procurement being the Commonwealth Procurement Rules. 

The procurement framework is applicable to all potential foreign suppliers who, subject to the Commonwealth Procurement Rules, must be treated equitably based on their commercial legal, technical and financial abilities and not be discriminated against due to their size, degree of foreign affiliation or ownership, location, or the origin of their goods and services
	As stated above, Australia has entered into a number of Free Trade Agreements since 2009, which continue to reduce barriers to international trade and provide reciprocal market access.

	(4) Consistency with the APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	Achieving value for money is the core principle of the Commonwealth Procurement Rules, and officials responsible for procurements must be satisfied after reasonable enquiries that value for money has been achieved.  

Open and effective competition is also a key element within the framework, which requires non-discrimination and the use of competitive processes. 


The Australian government is committed to ensuring accountability and due process in its procurement activities, including that processes are transparent. The framework requires entities to take steps to enable appropriate scrutiny of their procurement activities and for officials to be responsible for their actions and decisions in relation to the procurement. 

The Australian Government promotes the proper use and management of public resources, requiring processes to be efficient, effective, economical and ethical. 

The framework continues to be non-discriminatory, and must be treated equitably based on their commercial, legal, technical and financial abilities.

	(5) Introduction of electronic means for government procurement
	(Introduced, Not introduced)
	(Introduced, Not introduced)
	Introduced
On 1 January 2020 Finance introduced a five day payment terms policy, Resource Management Guide 417 – Supplier Pay On-Time or Pay Interest Policy. The framework outlines the Australian Government’s policy on payment timeframes for invoicing arising from procurement contracts to non-government individuals and entities.  


https://www.finance.gov.au/publications/resource-management-guides/supplier-pay-time-or-pay-interest-policy-rmg-417

	This policy replaces previous policies regulating payment invoice timeframes arising from procurement contracts, to facilitate timely electronic payment to suppliers.

	10. Deregulation/ Regulatory Reform
	
	
	
	

	(1) Reviews of existing regulations
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	Between September 2013 and June 2017, the Australian Government has reduced regulation compliance costs for businesses by just under AUD6 billion.


	

	(2) Reviews of new or proposed regulations
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	In 2019, the Australian Government announced the formation of a Deregulation Taskforce to investigate new policies to reduce the regulatory compliance burden for business.

The Taskforce is paying particular attention to regulatory complexity, the length of time for approvals and duplication across government. It is also investigating opportunities to adopt technological solutions, which make it easier for small businesses to cost-effectively navigate and comply with regulatory requirements.

The Australian Government also announced a package to streamline regulatory compliance processes and reduce the cost of doing business, including by targeted investments in technology.
	The Australian Government continues to look for new ways to improve its deregulation approach.

	(3) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition and Regulatory Reform
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	All (see responses in section 8 above.
	

	(4) Improving transparency in regulatory regimes
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	The Australian Government has in place a Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) process that informs regulatory decision making for new regulatory proposals.

The RIS process aims to ensure that regulation delivers the greatest benefits to the community.

It forces policy makers to consider the impact of proposed regulations through Regulatory Impact Analysis of costs and benefits expected from proposed regulations. 

The Government also has the Regulatory Performance Framework. This requires over 70 Australian Government regulators that administer, monitor or enforce regulations to measure their performance against outcomes-based key performance indicators. These are based on metrics which each regulator agrees with relevant stakeholders.
	

	11. WTO Obligation/ Rules of Origin
	
	
	
	

	(1) WTO/UR Agreements not yet fully implemented
	(Number of agreements or number/list of cases)
	(Number of agreements or number/list of cases)
	Australia applies rules of origin in accordance with the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin.  Australia applies preferential rules of origin under its developing country preference arrangements and free trade agreements.  In each case, these are applied in accordance with Annex 11 of the Agreement on Rules of Origin


	

	(2) Ensuring application of rules of origin in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	
	

	12. Dispute Mediation
	
	
	
	

	Dispute mediation methods, process and bodies are available to foreign businesses
	(List of methods)
	· Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs)

· International Arbitration Act 1974 (IAA)

· Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention)

· Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID Convention)

· UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration

· Institute of Arbitrators and Mediators Australia (IAMA)

· Australian Disputes Centre (ADC)

Lawyers Engaged in Alternative Dispute Resolution (LEADR)
	· Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs)

· International Arbitration Act 1974 (IAA)
· Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention)

· Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID Convention)

· UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration

· Australian Disputes Centre (ADC)

· Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration (ACICA)

· Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Australia

Resolution Institute (merger of LEADR and the IAMA)
	Where appropriate, Australia continues to support the inclusion of provisions in multilateral and bilateral treaties encouraging the amicable resolution of disputes and providing a variety of dispute settlement options, including mediation, conciliation, and arbitration. In this context, the IAA was amended in 2015 and 2018 to incorporate worldwide best practice in international arbitration, thus enhancing Australia’s commercial dispute settlement framework. 

Australia has continued to support international legal instruments and frameworks providing efficient mechanisms to facilitate dispute mediation. For instance, in 2017, Australia signed the United Nations Convention on Transparency in Treaty-based Investor-State Arbitration (Mauritius Convention) which increases transparency in investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) arbitration proceedings. Australia is giving consideration to ratifying the Mauritius Convention, following a recommendation by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties, in December 2019, that binding treaty action be taken.

Finally, there are many dispute mediation bodies available to foreign businesses in Australia, such as ACICA and the ADC, which promote and assist in facilitating dispute mediation processes

	13. Mobility of Business  People
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of visa free or visa waiver arrangements
	(Number of arrangements)
	(Number of arrangements)
	(Number of arrangements)
	

	Visa free or visa waiver arrangements with APEC member economies
	(List of economies) 
	(List of economies) 
	(List of economies) 
	

	(2) Participation in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme
	(Yes, No)
	(Yes, No)
	The Business Mobility Group (BMG), through the operation of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme, provides streamlined entry between APEC economies for eligible business persons to conduct trade and investment related activities. The ABTC Scheme thereby facilitates business mobility for the benefit of APEC economies, and in turn supports the APEC multilateral trading system.

There are over 345,122 active ABTCs across the APEC region, which is an increase of 10% from the preceding twelve-month period
	The Business Mobility Group endorsed a fully revised Operating Framework, to reflect modern practices and expectations, as well as strengthened collective governance within the BMG.

Continue to work towards implementation of APEC-wide online lodgement with Australia working on technical requirements for a shared platform to be implemented in an initial pilot with a number of economies.

Development and endorsement of the ABTC Mobile Application to be launched during Leaders’ week in November 2020.

	(3) Other efforts to facilitate mobility of business people than the above
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	

	(4) Average time to approve for short term business visit visa
	(Days and description of illustrative measures)
	(Days and description of illustrative measures)
	(Days and description of illustrative measures)
	

	14. Trade Facilitation
	
	
	
	

	(1) Consistency with APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation
	--
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	

	(2) Implementation of Trade Facilitation Action and Measures (approved in 2002)
	(Number of items implemented as of 2004)
	(Number of items implemented)
	(Number of items implemented)
	

	15. Promotion of High-Quality RTAs/FTAs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of RTAs/FTAs concluded/signed
	1 concluded
	6 concluded
	14 concluded
	

	RTAs/FTAs concluded/signes with APEC member economies
	Australia-New Zealand Closer Economic Relations (ANZCERTA)
	· ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA (AANZFTA)

· Singapore-Australia FTA (SAFTA)

· Thailand-Australia FTA (TAFTA)

· Australia-United States FTA (AUSFTA)

· Australia-Chile FTA (ACl-FTA)


	· Malaysia-Australia FTA (MAFTA)

· Korea-Australia FTA (KAFTA)

· Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA)

· China-Australia FTA (ChAFTA)

· Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

· Australia-Hong Kong FTA (A‑HKFTA) and associated Investment Agreement

· Peru-Australia FTA (PAFTA)
· Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA‑CEPA)

· 
	MAFTA, which entered into force on 1 January 2013, is a comprehensive, high-quality agreement that further integrates the Australian economy into the Asian region. The Agreement built on AANZFTA, which started for Australia and Malaysia in 2010.

Under KAFTA, tariffs on over 80 per cent of goods trade (by value) were eliminated at entry into force on 12 December 2014. Australia is to eliminate 100 per cent by 2021 and Korea is to eliminate or grant quotas for 99.7 per cent by 2033.  Services exporters have better market access. Investment commitments in the agreement protect and enhance bilateral investment.

JAEPA, which entered into force on 15 January 2015, gives significantly improved bilateral market access in goods and services and substantially improves investment protections.

The China-Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA), which entered into force on 20 December 2015, provides improved access across key business interests in goods, services and investment. On full implementation (2029), almost all of goods exports will enjoy duty-free entry.

The CPTPP entered into force for Australia, Canada, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand and Singapore on 30 December 2018 and for Vietnam on 14 January 2019; Brunei, Chile, Malaysia and Peru are yet to ratify. The CPTPP ensures that the substantial market access package secured in the original TPP is maintained, covering goods and services market openings and commitments on regulations on foreign investment. This delivers major new business opportunities. The CPTPP maintains the ambitious scope and high quality standards and rules of the original TPP.

The A-HKFTA, which entered into force on 17 January 2020, provides certainty that Australia and Hong Kong will continue to remain open for each other’s business, and that the governments of both economies stand ready to continue supporting our vibrant connections. It includes modern rules that will underpin the growth of digital trade and an updated set of rules to govern the significant investment relationship.

PAFTA, which entered into force on 11 February 2020, builds on the gains secured in the TPP. It removes barriers to trade, opening up substantial new opportunities in goods and services. Investment commitments protect and enhance investment in both directions.

IA-CEPA creates a framework for Australia and Indonesia to unlock the vast potential of the bilateral economic partnership, fostering economic cooperation between businesses, communities and individuals. It provides better and more certain goods access to the Indonesian market. It also contains a set of high-quality, modern rules governing the treatment of services and investment, as well as modern rules on digital trade. IA-CEPA will enter into force 60 days after Indonesia notifies that it has completed its domestic ratification processes.



	(2) Number of RTAs/FTAs under negotiation
	none
	4
	2
	

	RTAs/FTAs being negotiated with APEC member economies
	(List of agreements)
	· Malaysia-Australia FTA

· Korea-Australia FTA

· Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement

China-Australia FTA
	· Pacific Alliance Free Trade Agreement (Australia, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru)

· Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

· AANZFTA upgrade
	

	(3) Consistency with APEC Model Measures for RTAs and FTAs
	(Description of Consistency with APEC Model Measures)
	(Description of Consistency with APEC Model Measures)
	(Description of Consistency with APEC Model Measures)
	

	16. Voluntary Self-Reporting
	
	
	
	

	(1) Other Efforts in Support of the Bogor Goals: (Description)
	(Description of  illustrative measures)
	(Description of  illustrative measures)
	(Description of  illustrative measures)
	

	(2) As needed for other actions
	
	
	
	

	(3) As needed for other actions
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